CLASSIC CRIMES

Mrs. Merrett at the date of her untimely end, howsoever
brought about, was in her fifty-sixth year. Her father was
a well-to-do wine merchant in Manchester. Her eldest sister
was the wife of Mr* Walter Penn, an artist. Some twenty
years before, while on a voyage to Egypt with 4ier sister,
Bertha Milner met an electrical engineer named John Alfred
Merrett, then on his way to New Zealand. They became
engaged, and subsequently she went out to him there to be
married. The only child of the marriage, John Donald
Merrett, was born in North Island on iyth August 1908.
Thereafter they moved to St. Petersburg, where Merrett
pursued his calling. The climate did not suit the child, so
Mrs. Merrett took him to Switzerland, leaving her husband
in Russia. Then came the Great War; and Mrs. Merrett
devoted herself to Red Cross and kindred activities. When
the war was over she returned to New Zealand, settling in
South Island, where the boy was sent to school. Her husband
had disappeared; she believed him to have been killed in the
Russian Revolution, but he was afterwards said to be alive in
India. Be that as it may, the sole care of the boy now devolved
on her. That she was devotedly attached to her son above the
common way of mothers; that she lived, worked, and planned
for him alone, clearly appeared from the testimony of her
friends and relations. In 1924, when he was sixteen, she
brought him back to England to finish his education. A clever,
well-grown lad of engaging manners, she destined him for the
diplomatic service, and entered him at Malvern College, she
herself taking up house at Reading. He remained at Malvern
for a year. His work was described as brilliant, but unhappily
for the anxious mother, His conduct was less satisfactory. So,
on the advice of a scholastic friend acquainted with the circum-
stances, she decided not to send the lad to Oxford as she had
purposed. It was deemed wiser that he should attend Edin-
Jimrgh University, a non-resident college, and that she should
take a house for them both in that city, where she could keep
him under her own eye. So mother and son came to Scotland
at Christmastide 1925, which they spent at Melrose Hydro*
, pathic; thence to Edinburgh, where they took rooms first
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